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Abstract

Zakat is a fundamental pillar of Islam and a cornerstone of its socio-economic system.
Obligatory upon every eligible Muslim, Zakat serves not only as a means of spiritual
purification but also as a mechanism for ensuring equitable circulation of wealth within
society. The Qur’an repeatedly emphasizes Zakdt alongside prayer, underscoring its
religious and social significance. Through the institution of Zakat, wealth is redistrib-
uted from the affluent to the underprivileged, thereby reducing economic disparity and
strengthening social cohesion. This research study examines the Qur’anic foundations
of the Zakat system, with particular emphasis on the principles governing its collection
and distribution. While both aspects form integral components of the Zakat system, the
study primarily focuses on the distribution of Zakat, as outlined in the Qur’an. Special
attention is given to Qur’anic verses that explicitly define the eligible beneficiaries of
Zakat and establish clear guidelines for its allocation. The study highlights that the
Qur’anic framework of Zakat distribution is not merely charitable in nature but repre-
sents a structured and divinely ordained system of social welfare. By ensuring that
Zakdt reaches its rightful recipients through prescribed channels, Islam promotes eco-
nomic justice, social balance, and moral responsibility. The findings affirm that adher-
ence to Qur’anic directives regarding Zakat distribution is essential for the effective
functioning of the Islamic economic system and remains highly relevant for contempo-
rary Muslim societies.

Key Words: Zakat System, Qur’anic Injunctions, Distribution of Zakat, Collection of
Zakat, Islamic Social Welfare, Economic Justice, Islamic Law
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ZAKAT is an Arabic term that literally means ‘purification’ ‘Sweeten-
ing’ and ‘grwoth’. In the religious terminology of islam ,it stands for
obligatory charity or Ims that every rich Muslim should pay to those
who are poor and in need.Zakat is thus one of five fundamental du-
tieswithin islam , Like the daily prayers,fasting during the month of Ramdan,and
pilgrimage to Mecca. It constitutes an act of devotion and piety.In the Quran the Com-
mand for zakat often comes togather with that for salat{prayers}. Salat empha-

sizes the love of God, while Zakat promotes the love and concern for one’s
neighbour
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