QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES
ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678
Volume No: 01 Issue No: 04 (2024)

o AU IS I Ll AN o 5

An Analytical Study of the Distinctive Principles of the Four Imams in

Hadith Criticism
Dr. lhsan ul Rahman Ghauri
Associate Professor, Institute of Islamic Studies, University of the Punjab, Lahore,
Pakistan. Email: ihsan.is@pu.edu.pk

Abstract

This research article provides a critical examination of the distinctive principles of
Hadith criticism employed by the four great Imams: Abu Hanifah, Malik ibn Anas,
Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi'i, and Ahmad ibn Hanbal. While sharing
foundational elements such as the authenticity of chains of narration and
alignment with the Quran and Sunnah, each Imam developed unique approaches
shaped by their historical, geographical, and intellectual contexts. The study
explores these principles, including Abu Hanifah's emphasis on rational analogy,
Malik's reliance on Medinan practice, Shafi'i's stringent chain requirements, and
Ahmad's preference for weak Hadiths over analogy in certain cases. Through
comparative analysis and critical evaluation, the article highlights how these
methodologies contributed to the diversity and comprehensiveness of Islamic
jurisprudence. Drawing on classical sources and modern scholarship, it addresses
criticisms, influences, and the enduring legacy of these principles in contemporary
Hadith studies. The discussion underscores the balance between textual fidelity
and contextual adaptation, offering insights for ongoing scholarly discourse in
Usul al-Hadith.
Keywords: Four Imams; Hadith criticism; Usul al-Hadith; Islamic jurisprudence;
Abu Hanifah; Malik ibn Anas; Al-Shafi'i; Ahmad ibn Hanbal; Comparative figh;
Rational analogy
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! Al-Shatibi, Al-Muwafagat, (Al-Qahira: Al-Maktaba al-Tijariyya al-Kubra, 1955) j.4, s. 482
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% Al-Sarakhsi, Usul al-Sarakhsi, (Bayrut: Dar al-Ma'rifa, 1997) j.1, s. 364
* Schacht, Joseph. The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence. (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1950), pp. 119
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> Ibn Abd al-Barr, Jami' Bayan al-1lm wa Fadlihi, (Al-Qahira: Dar al-Kutub al-1imiyya, 1994)
j-2,s.190

® Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Al-Kifaya fi 'llm al-Riwaya, (Bayrut: Dar al-Kutub al-1imiyya, 1986) s.
58

7. Ibn Taymiyya, Raf' al-Malam 'an al-A'imma al-A'lam, (Al-Qahira: Matba'a al-Sunna al-
Muhammadiyya, 1951) s. 42

8 Ignaz Goldziher, Muslim Studies, (London: George Allen & Unwin, 1971), vol. 2, 44
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° Al-Shafi'i, Al-Risala, (Al-Qahira: Matba'a al-Halabi, 1938) s. 459
10 Al-Shafi'i, Al-Risala, (Al-Qahira: Matba'a al-Halabi, 1938) s. 460
11 Al-Nawawi, Al-Majmu', (Bayrut: Dar al-Fikr, 1996) j.1, s. 63
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12 |bn Hajar, Al-Nukat ‘ala Ibn al-Salah, (Al-Riyad: Maktaba al-Rushd, 1996) j.1, s. 45

3 Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Al-Jami' li-Akhlaq al-Rawi wa Adab al-Sami', (Bayrut: Mu'assasa al-
Risala, 1981) j.2, s. 162

% 1bn Taymiyya, Majmu' al-Fatawa, (Al-Qahira: Maktaba lbn Taymiyya, 1987) j.18, s. 65
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!> 1bn al-Qayyim, I'lam al-Muwaqgi'in, (Bayrut: Dar al-Jil, 1973) j.1, s. 25
1% Muhammad Zahid al-Kawthari, Ta'nib al-Khatib, (Al-Qahira: Al-Matba'a al-Salafiyya, 1927)
s. 45
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